
What have we really learnt from history? 

In response to Michael Hardman’s letter “No good can come from playing the blame game”, 
December 28th, I want to thank him for his contribution. However, I should remind him that my 
emphasis was on the destructive character of western styled capitalism as the original letter to which I 
responded, examined the relationship between democracy and capitalism. My input also highlighted 
the unintended consequences of predatory capitalism [defined as the oligarchy] at the expense of 
civilized business practice. 

It is however interesting to note Hardman’s initial response, “It’s done and dusted and there is nothing 
we can do about it, except learn from our mistakes”. The question that begs a response is, did “we” 
learn from our mistakes? Also, is the “we” the oligarchy or those who are subjected to their power? 
Do those who benefited from the history of predatory capitalism for example Apartheid, sincerely 
regard their past behaviour as a mistake? Perhaps Hardman should ask the multinational Shell 
Company as it relates to its quest to seek oil in the Karoo. 

Firstly, Hardman needs to discern that it was my unfortunate forefathers who were violently subdued 
and incarcerated as political prisoners for defending their families from bondage in the Indo/Malay 
archipelago. The Dutch then decided to exile them to the Cape colony where they were summarily 
reduced to slavery as it served the economic interests of the Dutch East Indian Company. For the next 
150 years my ancestry were prohibited from practising their religion and had to witness their children 
sold into slavery and their wives and daughters reduced to sexual servitude to a people that was 
manifestly, philosophically and culturally less sophisticated. After this process, colonialism and “bad 
old Apartheid” followed. Does Hardman expect Cape Muslims to disregard their suffering while those 
who benefitted from this brutality refuse to even acknowledge the crimes perpetrated over a period of 
350 years.  

The history of the Cape Muslims is similar to Cape Jewish history; it is a story of relentless 
persecution. However, no-one says to the Jewish community that its remembrances of the holocaust 
or the European pogroms are “sour grapes or what’s done is done”. Clearly the persecuted and the 
persecutor understand persecution differently. 

Secondly, two wrongs do not make a right. Because a few Arabs enslaved some Africans does not 
excuse Europeans from enslaving millions. Slavery was evil; therefore the last prophet of Islam 
encouraged the freeing of all slaves in his own life time. Consequently, those Arabs and Persians who 
re-engaged in slavery could not have been Muslim.  

Thirdly, according to Mr Hardman, “Most business like banks, shops and stores in Dar es Salaam, 
Tanzania are owned by Muslims while the black population live in extreme poverty on the outskirts of 
Dar es Salaam doing subsistence farming and trading”. 

This statement can be equated to “Most business like banks, shops and stores in Cape Town, South 
Africa are owned by Jews while the black population live in extreme poverty on the outskirts of Cape 
Town doing subsistence farming and trading”. 

Both statements are unempirical and sounds anti-Semitic as both Judaism and Islam are Semitic based 
faiths. Also, is Hardman implying that Muslims are responsible for the poverty? Are these outskirt 
blacks not Muslim and are the cities Muslims not blacks? What is the point? 



Fourthly, Hardman identifies the human rights records of Libya, Iraq, Yemen, Somalia and Iran etc. It 
is important to question those who support the dictators of these states. For example, why was 
Qaddafi so certain that the previous Prime minister of Great Britain Tony Blair was going to save his 
regime? Was Saddam Hussein’s regime not armed by the United States in the 1980’s? Who has been 
sustaining President Saligh in Yemen against the will of the people? According to Mr Morton, a Cape 
Town based international research journalist who works for The Voice of the Cape radio station, “In 
2006 Ethiopia at the behest of the United States invaded Somalia”. When Ethiopia withdrew in 2009, 
it created a power vacuum which gave rise to Al-Shabab, the Taliban of the African horn.  Today 
Somalia has no government, a country that has existed since the time of Jesus, now, who created that 
situation? Who removed an elected government in the 1970’s to replace it with the Shah of Iran? Was 
the Mubarak regime in Egypt not funded by the United States? The answers create a pattern of human 
rights violations and destruction that is indisputable.  

By connecting adultery and the death penalty, is Hardman suggesting that all Muslim refugees are 
fleeing adulterers. Maybe if African and Muslim countries had not been converted into private 
kingdoms by dictators installed and supported by the predatory capitalist, people would stay. If 
bankers in Europe and the West return the trillions of dollars stolen by African and Arab dictators 
over decades, this influx of capital may create the employment opportunities required.  

Muslim, Christians and Jews have been living in harmony for millenniums across the Middle-East and 
in Malaysia, Turkey, Indonesia, Egypt etc. until recently. Perhaps the leaders of these religions should 
consider who benefits from the current instigated and premeditated confrontations.  

In conclusion, in Islam there are no monarchies. The very concept is the antithesis of Islam. Islam also 
prohibits the spilling of a single drop of blood unless in a legitimate battle between combatants. There 
is no such thing as collateral damage, unlike the Drone bombers used by the United States on villagers 
in Afghanistan and elsewhere. 

Similar to the persecution that was inflicted on Cape Jews, Cape Muslims need to remind those who 
benefitted from our servitude, that our history has long been ignored and we have never been 
compensated for this continued loss and suffering.  
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