
The death penalty is biblical 

In response to Koert Meyer “Death penalty is an act of violence”, (Peoples Post 5 December) and 
“Death penalty has no place in this country”, I am left questioning why Meyer is so determined to 
protect violent murderers and rapists. 

Meyer’s ignorant argument is an attack on centuries of religion and he totally ignores the women and 
children that are raped and murdered daily. Since the majority of South Africans worship the God of 
Abraham, we are bound to respect the Torah, the Bible and Quran. There are more than 20 verses in 
the Old and New Testament that support the death penalty. 

To sustain his incoherent argument, Koert accuses those who follow scripture as stirring up emotion. 
Meyer states that “the violence of the few feeds on the silence of the many”. Yet Meyer applauds the 
courts for repealing the death penalty but ignores the 15 000 people who are murdered annually. 

Statistics for the year ended April 2012 showed that there were 15 609 murders last year, which 
equates to 43 murders a day. Our murder rate is four and a half times the global average. Judge 
Desai Chairman of the National Council of Correctional Services recently said that the problem of 
overcrowding in prisons had worsened due to the large numbers serving life sentences. According to 
Desai “when the country abolished the death penalty, it did not consider how it would deal with life 
sentences”. We have the largest prison population in Africa and the ninth in the world. 

The statistic implies that we have 15 000 new murderers every year, give and take a few serial killers. 
By 2022 we could have an extra 150 000 murderers in our population. Last year Correctional Services 
Minister S'bu Ndebele said in Parliament that South Africa spends almost R1.5-billion to keep 150 000 
people in prison every month. “It costs the taxpayer R 9876.35 per month for each inmate. 

Since prisons are overfull, is it not cost effective to eliminate the existing 15 000 murderers? Why 
should taxpayers consider the welfare of those who murder innocent women and rape children? 
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