
Heritage is cheap 

The irony of “Man jailed for 10 years in highest penalty imposed in SA for poaching” September 8th 
was breath-taking. A Chinese national was sentenced in the Khayelitsha Magistrate Court for 
possessing one ton of ivory which included 67 tusks indicating that 34 elephants had been killed. 

The Chinese man was also caught with abalone suggesting that he is part of a syndicate that has 
been operating for a long time. The ivory alone was worth R21 million. To my mind the 10 year 
sentence is negligible in comparison to the long term damage done to our eco-tourism and our wild 
life heritage which belong to future generations. 

What is required is for our system of justice to consider poaching a serious crime. Only when harsh 
penalties are applicable, will the killing of wild-life for profit be managed. As a society we are far too 
sympathetic towards those who think little of our collective future. That the arrested person was a 
Chinese man also suggests that we have bigger problems as Chinese people have been arrested for 
this type of crimes many times before in South Africa. Since China has a population of more than 1.5 
billion people, organised criminal syndicates can easily afford the arrest of one or ten persons. 

At the rate elephants are being poached, they could be extinct within a decade from within our 
borders. The sentencing of one person is not going to make a difference as the profits from the 
poaching of elephants and rhinos are too lucrative.   

What is required is serious action. We require diplomatic action where South Africa must demand that 
the Chinese government play a more meaningful role in stopping the trafficking of poach products. If 
we fear retaliation from the Chinese government then we know what must be achieved thru our 
system of justice. We must consider a minimum sentence of ten years per animal slain otherwise we 
may as well consider the eco-war lost. 
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