
Demystifying the issue 

With regards to HH Westwood’s letter “Streetwise writer letter mystifies” February the 15th, I should 
clarify a few facts to “demystify” my letter. The purpose of my initial letter was to highlight the fact that 
all Muslims must abide by a code of conduct; otherwise their claim to Islam is questionable. Secondly, 
Muslims have been living under oppressive regimes throughout North Africa and the Middle East. The 
reality that these regimes’ have been killing citizens was exactly the point. Islamic law forbids Muslims 
from spilling a drop of innocent blood. This implies that Arab leaders, who kill innocent citizens, are 
evil and operate outside the boundaries of Islam. The reality that most of these dictators were 
supported for decades by western oligarchies was the third point. Perhaps Westwood can explain 
why no Western democracy objected when the oligarchy of Bahrain imported foreign troops to quell 
its uprising. 

For the purpose of clarity, an oligarchy is defined by the Concise Oxford Dictionary as “a small group 
of people having control of a country or organization”. For example, in a recent interview between Bill 
Clinton and Rick Stengel the managing editor of Time Magazine, Bill Clinton stated that “the banks 
have $2 trillion in cash uncommitted to loans. They could loan in theory, at conservative ratios of 10 to 
1, $ 20 trillion. Obviously, if that happens, the recession would be over in 15 seconds”. 

For Westwood’s convenience, what Bill Clinton said, was that the banks control recessions. With this 
leverage, banks control the levels of employment and the ebb and flow of the American economy. If 
Westwood read “Dynasties” a history of international banking by David Lands, Professor Emeritus of 
History and Economics at Harvard University, he may understand what Clinton meant. Thus, what 
value is a democratic vote if your economy is controlled by a despotic oligarchy? Perhaps Westwood 
should reflect on the quote by Mark Twain, “A banker is a fellow who lends you his umbrella when the 
sun is shining, but wants it back the minute it starts raining”. 

Also, if America was the “democratic ideal”, why did Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Supreme Court Justice 
state “I would not look to the US Constitution if I were drafting a constitution in the year 2012” in an 
interview on Egyptian al-Hayat television, saying Egypt should look at South Africa’s constitution as a 
model that embraces human rights. Does Westwood really believe that anyone can become a leader 
in a Western democracy? Does he know that candidates often spent in excess of $100 million dollars 
on a campaign? Another point to ponder is the fact that so many senior leaders in both Bush and in 
Obama’s administration are from investment banks? One does not need to be omniscient in this day 
and age; all you have to do is read the Argus and watch Al Jazeera news. 

What Westwood needs to consider is the reality that Israel’s continued presence in the Middle East is 
important to the War industry of America, Russia, France and China? These permanent members of 
the Security Council are not always interested in peace. As global conflicts recede, the Middle East is 
kept simmering. With the continued rise of Islamaphobia in the West and the historical holocaust in 
Europe, by killing each other, are Muslims and Jews perhaps not doing the world a favour? Are the 
democratic values of Israel consequential if it continues to murder Palestinians?  In conclusion, one 
can only wonder what the God of Abraham, Ismael, Isaac and Jacob must be thinking, as Israeli Jews 
and Arab Muslims the descendants of Abraham, continue killing each other with weapons supplied by 
American and European Christians.  
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