
Are Muslims the only problem? 

Murray Williams gets it right first time. With a few words he has summed up what might take academics and 
historians decades to analyse, corroborate and contextualize. In his article “Do we forgive Afghan women for 
we know her story well” Williams questions the unlimited hatred that is so easily spewed against local Muslims 
a million miles from the bombing in Afghanistan. Common sense suggests that every Muslim that kills does not 
do so in the name of Islam similarly every foreigner that dies in the Middle East is not automatically an innocent 
victim.  

According to my understanding, the United States invaded Afghanistan because the US believed that Osama bin 
Laden who was sheltered by the Taliban was responsible for the 9/11 attacks. That any thinking person can 
believe that narrative to begin with, is beyond reason. Since the invasion 11yrs ago, the US and its allies have 
raped, imprisoned, mutilated and killed thousands of Afghans. Who can forget the many sordid videos and 
photographic images which included mass sexual torture and humiliation committed by Allied troops at the Abu 
Gharib prison? 

For a variety of reasons, foreigners enter Afghanistan to aid and abet the occupation. While many foreigners 
work in Afghanistan because of the massive salaries, others go for adventure. Like Iraq, Afghanistan has 
become a battle zone where foreign racist as well as Muslim haters are encouraged to rape, injure and kill 
ordinary Afghans. The West remains mostly ignorant of the fact that Afghans are an ancient civilization; 
anthropologically they are the origin of the Aryan (white) race. Afghans are also one of the few societies that 
has suffered regular invasion but has rarely been conquered. Their complex tribal behaviour predates even the 
arrival of Islam.  

A century ago the British learnt that military might is no guarantee in Afghanistan. Decades ago the Russian 
invasion of Afghanistan contributed to the demise of the Soviet Union. Presently the Americans are learning 
their lesson. Analysts concur that the war in Afghanistan has greatly contributed to the crises in the US 
economy. The world now knows that Afghanistan is different.  

To Afghans in particular, Islam and the dignity of its messengers are not subjected to a western interpretation of 
“freedom of expression”. Unlike in the Arab and African countries, materialism has limited value in Afghan 
culture and history. Afghans therefore cannot be as easily bribed. Unlike in western societies where the beliefs 
of Christian and Muslims are regularly insulted, the dignity of religious values has remained paramount for 
Afghans.  

Similarly, those who value freedom of expression should consider the US role in the murder of Martin Luther 
King and Malcolm X. These were pacifists who mobilised the marginalised around the issue of justice and 
equality. Sh Ahmad Yassin, a 67yr quadriplegic who was nearly blind, was wheelchair bound since the age of 
12. He was assassinated when an Israeli helicopter gunship fired a missile at him. Anwar Al-Awlaki an 
American citizen was targeted and killed in an American drone attack in Yemen on September 30, 2011. Two 
weeks later his 16yr old son killed by a CIA drone strike. Their crime was to speak out against western injustice, 
what happened to their freedom of expression? Within the context of this hypocritical insanity and beyond the 
grovelling of Muslim apologists, is the presents and consequence of westerners in Afghanistan justified? 
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