
We all have value 

“Hoping for crumbs” by Graham Weir Friday January 30th was insulting but relevant as he introduces 
the question of “what is the role of smaller parties in local politics”. 

Since our history of racial degradation continues to linger, many people perceive reality merely in 
white and black. Some people forget that life is often shades of grey and that the George Bush 
doctrine “You are either with us or you are against us” does not work in a genuine democracy. 

Some people also operate with blinkers and align themselves with a political party or an opinion and 
then remain loyal to a cause even when an evident miscalculation exists. 

As an independent councillor I have been given the luxury of choice by a few voters. I am not 
governed by fear of party bosses who often scorn individual freedom. This is the main reason why I 
choose to stand apart from the DA and ANC. Please note that I was once upon a time a councillor for 
both the ANC and the DA and know how freedom of expression is monitored and censured. 

That I choose to support or praise individuals in both the ANC and DA is motivated by a genuine 
appreciation of their efforts. In Islamic epistemology, “a person who cannot display gratitude for the 
efforts of another cannot show gratitude for the mercy/benefits granted by God”. 

When the DA does good work this must be acknowledged. When the ANC benefits society they must 
be appreciated. Thus the notion of seeking benefits from the salutation is truly low class. 

Decades ago I determined that the innate greed within both the ANC and the DA is too great to allow 
sharing the spoils of democracy. However this does not imply that I must replicate negative manners.  

Moses, Jesus Christ and Muhammed the messenger verified that hatred can be subjugated with 
compassion. Falsehood exists in fear of truth and that darkness can be overcome with one candle.  

In the words of the wise, for a multi-party democracy to work, we need more than two parties. 
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