
Silly season 

As predicted the silly season began a year ahead of the municipal election of 2016. Thus the chaos at 
the 1st council meeting was predictable. In anticipation of chaos I applied for leave from the meeting 
after 1pm. On Tuesday before Council I was so confident that I informed Siyavuya Mzantsi a Cape 
Times journalist of the disarray that could occur.  

The chaos has been in the making for months and is centred on the behaviour of both the leader of 
the DA and the leader of the ANC. 

At the start of every Council meeting for a lengthy period, the entire chamber is subjected to the vilest 
and most insulting indiscriminate abusive rhetoric when these leaders degrade each other. 

Initially Councillors were shocked. Then some found it hilarious, now many on all sides of the political 
spectrum find it embarrassing. While history dictates that “politics is not for sissies” does that imply 
that a generalized character assassination exercise is acceptable at every monthly Council meeting?  

Perhaps some Black Councillors in the ANC and some White Councillors in the DA enjoy it too much 
when two people of colour degrade and ridicule the other as they applaud the loudest. 

At the recent Council meeting before the ANC could activate a motion of no confidence in the Mayor, 
the Mayor advised that the ANC needs to replace its leaders. This is where the provocation began. 

Ironically, by dodging a secret vote of no confidence, the DA is left in a conundrum. Did the ANC have 
the support among DA Councillors? As long as the ballot does not happen, we will never be sure. 

If the turmoil was not planned, how did officials and some Councillors know which alternate venue 
was to be used and how did they manage to prepare the venue in that short time? Also, why does the 
ANC allow the DA to provoke them and then give reason for the Mayor to call them thugs? 

In the words of the wise, what is required from any leadership is emotional maturity and intelligence. If 
that is absent then chaos will continue. 

Cllr Yagyah Adams 

Cape Muslim Congress 


