
Is xenophobia just racism 

To grasp the many aspects of xenophobia you do not require a post-graduate degree. Just visit the 
Cape Town station deck and area near the Golden Acre and speak to the South African traders. 

Within 5 minutes locals explain why they despise foreigners and why they subtly support xenophobia. 
Since Capetonians historically longed for multiculturalism, I suspect that locals have reached a limit.  

Below are 10 leading comments I have unfortunatly noted from numerous black/brown local traders. 

[1] While xenophobic violence is unjustified and cruel, when you observe foreigners where you live 
and work, sell drugs to local teens with impunity, survival instinct and rage takes control. 

[2] There are thousands of foreigners in Cape Town and South Africa, what are they doing here? 
What must locals do with the masses of foreigners drifting thru the city and whose concern are they? 

[3] Somalis buy and sell locally manufactured products and their success is based on a collectivism 
which is observable. Every morning trucks bring in supplies including ice buckets to chill the drinks for 
Somali vendors operating in the city. This is one example of how they save and thus undercut local 
vendors. They operate in huge bulk and have low overheads. Having said that and since Capetonians 
are not responsible for the conflict in Somalia, when are the Somalis going back home? 

[4] Just imagine a thousand Capetonians relocate to Paris, London, Cairo, Beijing, Tokyo or New York 
and set up shop on every street corner selling samosas, will this be permitted in those cities?  

[5] Chinese (population-1.5 billion) and Bangladeshi (pop-158 million) vendors are worse as they sell 
imported goods. Since they retail their own product, how do we create manufacturing jobs locally? 

[6] Few people know what work Nigerians and other foreigners are doing in Cape Town, yet they are 
visible across the city and in the furthest parts of Worcester and adjacent farmlands, why? 

[7] Lapsed border control allowed millions of foreigners into our state. Foreigners consume limited 
water and electricity. Housing is expensive because demands outstrip supply and locals compete with 
foreigners for limited jobs etc. Now politicians expect locals to embrace foreign competition.  

[8] While we empathise, how does it help Zimbabwe when our economy has to house, employ and 
feed Zimbabweans while Robert Mugabe and wife shopping across the globe in a private aeroplane?   

[9] In Cape Town and across South Africa hundreds of foreigners have been murdered yet we seldom 
read of any arrests. Thus the looting in Gauteng and relaxed behaviour of the police during the chaos 
suggests that government is not serious about halting xenophobia or closing our borders. 

[10] As xenophobia flares, political subterfuge is hell-bent on removing Anwar Dramat the Harks boss 
for the rendition of four Zimbabweans. The case against Anwar Dramat suggests absolute hypocrisy.  

While I may not agree with everything the indigenous vendor and business people said; people 
across our nation are starved for honesty and governance based on common sense. The irony is that 
common sense is like deodorant the people that need it the most, never really use it. 
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