
The BRT system is vital 

Many years ago when I was ward Councillor for Kenilworth, Kenwyn, Crawford and a portion of 
Lansdowne and Wynberg I wanted to increase mobility from the Ottery, Lansdowne corridor onto the 
M5 by building ramps. This would have alleviated congestion since the nearest off-ramp was near 
Kenilworth centre. This distance created a traffic rat run thru the Kenwyn and Lansdowne area. 

I believed the ramps to be in the interest of all concerned as traffic as far afield as Mitchells Plain and 
Hanover Park would have an easier passage onto the M5 and towards the city and other nodes. 

What was unforeseen was the ferocious and undermining tactics of a few residents of Wynberg that 
was determined not to have an access onto or from the M5. One respected academic and resident of 
Wynberg informed me that in the late 19th century small pox victims were buried alongside the M5 
where the ramps were to be located. Thus digging in that area would have unknown health costs.  

Sometime later I concluded that the original idea was to keep Wynberg as inaccessible as possible 
and that an off-ramp would result in more traffic into Wynberg. While I can respect the wishes of 
Wynbergers to maintain a village like atmosphere in their locality, there are other factors at play. 

The elected leaders of this city have a duty to ensure that the city remains viable and progressive into 
the future. For example, decades ago the City built High level Road into Sea Point straight thru an 
ancient Muslim cemetery. The Muslim community revolted but its leaders understood that the road 
was needed and collective progress was necessary. 

At times change is difficult but required. Sometimes elected leaders have to make decisions that are 
in our collective long term interest even if we do not agree. We need the BRT as it will increase 
mobility, create work and save our environment by removing cars and decreasing road building etc. 

In the words of George Bernard Shaw progress is sometimes impossible without change, and those 
who cannot change their minds cannot change anything.  
 
Cllr Yagyah Adams 

Cape Muslim Congress 


