
Honesty matters 
 
As 2015 slowly rolls in, we must all brace ourselves for the upcoming rhetoric and belligerence that 
will introduce and supplement the 2016 municipal elections. Similar to years before and as it happens 
across the world, politicians will promise the electorate everything under the sun. Housing, free water 
and electricity etc will be on the cards. The electorate will become enthusiastic and this excitement 
will reach a climax a few days before the election date. Scandals and private issues that have been 
hidden will headline the tabloids and the electorate will justifiably express their outrage. Those who 
cheated and others who siphoned money from projects meant for the poor will be lambasted by the 
opposition and their own political party as internal lobbying displaces delivery and political values. 
 
A few politicians will accuse others of racism while some will retort with reports of maladministration 
corruption and ineptitude. Across municipalities there will be insightful introspection as Councillors 
raise objections and points of clarity on the most mundane and banal issues. Political speeches, 
tones and attitudes will be dissected so robustly that poets and novelists would be inspired. In all of 
this narratives and supposition, voters must remain focus on the key issues. 
 
Residents must focus on the Councillor to be elected instead of the political party since a municipal 
election is primarily about issues that affect your neighbourhood and the Councillor responsible. 
 
Example, was your Councillor available when required urgent attention? Did your Councillor respond 
when contacted? If villains operate in your area, what has your Councillor done to end this criminality? 
If you have drug dealers operating from your area, what has your Councillor done to end this activity? 
 
Since political parties often make promises that they do not honour, how do we as ordinary people 
bind them to their promises? I suggest that voters make ruling politicians explain why we live in one of 
the most dangerous cities and countries in the world where the cost of living is so high that a qualified 
teacher, nurse and policeperson etc. cannot afford a decent house and car. Why must we and our 
children live in fear when we pay some of the highest rates and tax levels in the world? Why do the 
rich grow richer at the expense of the poor who continue to suffer? 
 
In the words of the wise, just because something is not a lie does not mean that it is not deceptive. A 
liar knows he is a liar, but those, especially politicians who speaks portions of truth to deceive, is a 
craftsman of destruction.  
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