
Conflict is about money 

It is evident that those who crave war between the Abrahamic faiths (Judaism, Christianity and Islam) 
are working hard to achieve their objective. The recent attacks on Muslim worshippers at a Mosque in 
Nigeria and inside the sacred Mosque in Jerusalem and the attack by Jewish extremists on a shared 
Jewish/Arab educational facility in occupied Palestine are symbolic of the desperation.  

The killing of the South African family by the Taliban is another example of extremism. In Kenya, 
Muslim leaders and the government are both convinced that there are political and religious 
alignments behind the attacks. Since religion, politics and economics are often nefariously linked, to 
detect what is really happening behind the scenes, requires study and insight. 

Example, the origins and activities of the Islamic State (IS) remain shrouded in secrecy and measured 
confusion. Few analysts can explain where all the military machinery came from and who is supplying 
the ammunition. What we do know is that Iran and Venezuela and other OPEC oil producing nations 
are under fiscal strain. This is a direct result of the Islamic States occupation of refineries and several 
oil fields in Iraq and Syria. The sale of occupied oil by Islamic State has caused the oil price to drop 
below cost of production driving the economies of Iran and Venezuela amongst other rivals of the 
United States into trouble. The ironically OPEC members that refuse to slow production thus averting 
a price increase are the Arab nations that are governed by royal families.  Since the royal families 
have trillions hoarded in American and European banks, they can afford to ride out the oil price flux 
while the few democratic member states of OPEC suffer. The question is, who is buying the stolen oil 
that, sustains Islamic State and how is this oil leaving a war zone? 

While Africa and the Middle East remains chaotic, ordinary black and brown people will continue to 
suffer and die. Ironically as long as the conflict continues, Russia, USA, United Kingdom, France, 
China, Germany Italy, Israel and Sweden who exports large quantities of weapons will prosper. The 
reality of conflict is multifaceted and denotes prospects for specific interest groups. What is vital is for 
regular people, is to follow the money. The money trail often reveals the principal behind the chaos. 

The war for ordinary people is futility as conflict is primarily about vested interest and materialistic gain 
for a handful of well connected individuals. 

An example is our struggle against Apartheid. Before and after 1994 promises were made. Freedom, 
human rights, free electricity, water, housing and health care etc. were promised.  Many believed this 
because South Africa is one of the wealthiest states. We have gold, diamonds, platinum and a host 
other minerals. Twenty years later the gap between rich and poor has increased and racism remains. 
Children go to bed hungry and most people live in fear of criminals. What has changed is that there 
are now a handful of brown and black millionaires and billionaires. They are linked to the ruling elite 
and have played a negligible role in job creation. They display their wealth with lavish events which 
the poor witness via the media. They drive luxury cars to ensure the masses notice them on arrival. 

Across Africa the message is echoed. Robert Mugabe wants to give Zimbabwe to his wife while he 
reminds President for life. Isabel Dos Santos the first African woman dollar billionaire is the daughter 
of President Jose Eduardo dos Santos of Angola. The source of her wealth is unclear. Ngina Kenyatta 
is the widow of Jommo Kenyatta’s Kenya’s first President and is worth more than $500 million. Bridget 
Radebe married to Jeff Radebe; our Minister of Justice is worth $100 million. Ajia Bola Shagaya a 
Nigerian woman is worth $600 million. She has close ties with Nigeria’s political figures and military. 

In the words of the wise the next time a headline reads Christian kill Jews or Jews and Muslims kill 
each other or Muslims kill Muslims, follow the money. 
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