
Recognizing 10 leaders  

Over the years I have served on many forums. This includes ratepayers associations, neighbourhood 

watches, Mosque committees, school governing bodies etc.  Over all I was inspired by people like 

Martin Luther King Jr. who said “Law and order exist for the purpose of establishing justice and when 

they fail in this purpose they block the flow of social progress”.  

Since most people never bother to attend such community meetings and will never shoulder such 

charitable duty, I seek to recognise 10 community leaders and Councillors in no specific order that I 

believe embody for diverse reasons the qualities of leadership in often challenging circumstances. 

Imam Abdul Mou’tie Saban has been the leader of Lower Chiappini Street Mosque in Bokaap for 
nearly 40years. He works at the offices of the Muslim Judicial Council where he has played a vital role 
in the Social Welfare Department. At night, he has marriage classes for the young and old to help 
improve communications. Annually he helps feed hundreds of families with his feeding program.  

Imam Yaseen Harris who recently celebrated his 80th birthday has served the community of Williams 
Street Mosque in Woodstock for 58years. He followed in his late father’s footsteps. Between the two 
they have helped in the social welfare upliftment in the Woodstock community for nearly 100 years. 

Abdul Muhaimin Bassier is the vitality behind the Boorhaanol Movement. The movement feeds the 
poor, operates a pre-primary and an aftercare in the Bokaap and publishes books amongst several 
other social activities for the less fortunate. All this work is done for no material profit. 

Cllr Daniel John Christian (DA) is deeply committed and passionate about the economic development 
of Mitchell’s Plain. His integrity and ability to speak truth even when his career is vulnerable makes 
him worthy of acknowledgment. 

Cllr Peter John Gabriel (ANC) exhibits his maturity and experience by always interacting with a great 
respect and wisdom. His modesty and ability to speak with self-control makes him a worthy of tribute. 

Cllr Stuart Phillip Diamond (DA) is the Chairman of the Finance Portfolio and his pledge to transparent 
governance is noteworthy. As one of the few Jews in the Council, I respect the mature manner with 
which he manages himself whenever he is baited for his convictions among many other issues. 

Cllr Loyiso Nkohla (ANC) is a rebel with a cause. While I cannot condone all his activities, his pledge 
to install proper sanitation for his community is admirable. That he sacrifices his own financial well-
being and continues to live amongst the deprived must be acknowledged. 

Cllr Anthea Millicent Serritslev (DA) is the Chief Whip of the Council and often has to endure the wrath 
of other party whips. Her ability to manage conflict with dignity speaks volumes for her maturity.  

Cllr Bheki Hadebe is an educated young man with a great sense of humour. He has the skills to argue 
the issue and ability to study intricate council programs. Our continent needs more Africans like him. 

Cllr Demetrius Dudley (ACDP) speaks truth to power and has little fear when doing so. His Christianity 
serves as a basis of strength and I have seen him challenge the most senior leaders in Council with 
little concern for the insulting passive aggressive ridicule to which he is often subjected. 

In the words of the wise “Be the change you want to see in the world”.  

Cllr Yagyah Adams 

Cape Muslim Congress 


