
Ramadaan for dummies 

This winter fasting starts at about 6.30am and end before 6pm. In summer Ramadaan gets tough 
when the sun sets at 8pm and temps often rise to 35 degrees. This could have been the best and 
most uniform Ramadaan was it not for a few selfish Muslim leaders. 

While much has been written about Ramadaan, what non-Muslim should know is that Muslims are not 
permitted to eat, drink or engage in any sensual activity. Spiritually, Muslims should reflect the best 
character to emulate the prophetic example. Sadly, Ramadaan in Cape Town got off to a shaky start 
since a handful of persons decided to start fasting a day before the vast majority. 

While the Catholic Church battles to eliminate paedophile priests and other Churches confront gay 
priests, the Cape Muslim community is divided by a few attention seekers. 

In this way, some religious leaders are a lot like politicians; they will do anything to gain attention. 

According to Mao Tse-tung "The cardinal responsibility of leadership is to identify the dominant 
contradiction at each point of the historical process and to work out a central line to resolve it."  Some 
religious leaders work the other way around. They find a community in over-all harmony and then 
create two different days for the same Labarang (Eid) and now two different Ramadaan starting times. 

The irony is that none of the attention seekers have a popular mandate since they have not been 
democratically elected by the broader Muslim community.  

I suggest that those religious leaders responsible for dividing the community on the basis of their 
private whims should review their understanding of Ramadaan. The community has plenty problems 
with unemployment and issues of crime, we do not need religious leaders to create more problems. 
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